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University Press, 2001), 174.

AT} o AA}FS] JH-& Herbert B. Huffmon, “The Origins of Prophecy,” F.
M. Cross, et al., eds., Magnalia Dei. The Mighty Acts of Gods: Essays on the Bible
and Archaeology in Memory of G. Ernest Wright (Garden City: Doubleday, 1976),
172; Manfred Weippert, “Prophetie im Alten Orient,” Manfred Gorg and
Bernhard Lang, eds., Neues Bibel-Lexikon 3 (Ziirich: Benziger, 1991-2001), 197;
Martti Nissinen, “What is Prophecy? An Ancient Near Eastern Perspective,” J.
Kaltner and L. Stulman, eds., Inspired Speech: Prophecy in the Ancient Near East.
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4) Ignace Gelb, ed., Assyrian Dictionary 21 (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1956-),
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8) H|iL CAD Q, 2.
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John Huhnengard, “On the Etymology and Meaning of Hebrew nabi’,” EI 26
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Lemaire, “Prophétes et rois dans les inscriptions ouest-sémitiques (IXe-Vle siécle
av. J. C.),” A. Lemaire, ed., Prophétes et rois: Bible et Proche-Orient (Paris: Cerf,
2001), 85-115%5 #z3}e}

12) Deir ‘Alla Plaster Texts, Combination I 1.1. %S Martti Nissinen, Prophets
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<Abstract>

Prophetic Oracles Proclaimed to the Neo-Assyrian
Kings

Dr. Dong-Young Yoon
(Daejeon Theological University)

The prophets “raggimu” and “mahhl” in Neo-Assyrian pro-
phetic corpus are described to have proclaimed positive prophe-
cies to the king. Their social status were relatively lower than
professional diviners such as astrologers and haruspicies, how-
ever, in contents and topics the distinction between prophecy
and divination was not that clear. Prophets usually pronounced
the well-being of the king and the stability of the empire. Though
the main target of these prophecies was the king, the prophets
did not announce the divine message directly in the presence
of the king. Royal officials and diviners who had access to the
king collected and reported prophetic messages that are pro-
claimed in the temple or at the city gates. Prophets delivered
divine promise to guarantee dynastic continuation, the stability
of the kingship, the safety of the king, and the protection against
inner or outer enemies. From the form critical perspective, the
royal prophecies share some common elements such as divine
self-introduction, historical retrospection, encouragement, and
promise of divine protection and accompaniment. The prophe-
cies like other professional and academic divinatory oracles were
collected and stored in the royal library and then were reused
as Herrschaftswissen to maintain royal administration. In this



regard, Neo-Assyrian royal prophecy share some commonalities
with Nathan’s oracle in 2 Samuel 7. As Neo-Assyrian prophecies
were recycled, the divine promise heralded to David would have
been referred by his successors to be authorized of their throne
and to maintain security and stability of the kingdom.






