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on the Mount, Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995), 215. T o] FAM}
AlEE FolR Zhethd T Fo7F WAIE S Aot

32) o] Al tlx24 TFES UE A U224 nFsel vj3] EgE fRee A9}
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33) deto] AP qunE e AES o2 Sulst, mebd 2 Eelx= thE
G2t o & A A= 21 o® HRIth R. T. France, Matthew, 121; U. Luz,
Matthew 1-7, 296; H. D. Betz, Sermon on the Mount, 233; J. Nolland, Matthew,
236; Z2, Fol537] 20:17. U 73l D. Hagner, Marthew 1-13, 1202 X

34) D. Daube, Rabbinic Judaism, 56.
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3k FHL o] &o] o} AFEo]7] wlito|thAl 22:22). %, P. C. Craigie,
The Book of Deuteronomy, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976), 305, 53]
745 3.
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36) D. A. Hagner, Matthew 1-13, 125.
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38) HZ, J. Jeremias, New Testament Theology. 1. The Proclamation of Jesus, J. Bowden,
trans. (London: SCM, 1971), 220.
39) D. A. R. Hare, Matthew, 55.
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40) R. Banks, Jesus and the Law in the Synoptic Tradition, 199.

41) o] i Ee] §98 ks 245 T3 Algkels SAEC] BEo tis)
A= R. Mohtlang, Matthew and Paul: A Comparison of Ethical Perspectives, SN'TSMS
48 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 144, Z}5¢ 1219 Hek
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44) D. J. Moo, “Jesus and the Authority of the Mosaic Law,” 11.

45) R. Banks, Jesus and the Law in the Synoptic Tradition, 169; D. J. Harrington, The
Gospel of Matthew, Sacra Pagina 1 (Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 1991), 316.
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Plucking of Grain on the Sabbath,” JSNT 2 (1979), 31-39.
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<Abstract>

Torah in the Gospel of Matthew

Prof. Yong-Eui Yang
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

The role that Torah plays in Christian theology and practice
is an old and persistent question in the church history. There
are various passages in the New Testament where the issue
is dealt with. It is generally agreed that the Gospel of Matthew
provides some crucial passages of them. The key passage (Mt.
5:17-20), in particular, is undoubtedly of crucial importance for
the Christian understanding and application of Torah.

In Mt. 5:17 Matthew assigns Torah a prophetic role which
is now fulfilled by Jesus. This fulfillment includes the elements
of ‘continuity’ and ‘discontinuity’, and this characteristic of ful-
fillment creates a genuine tension. According to Mt. 5:18 Torah
has its validity for a limited period of salvation-history, the end
of which has already been inaugurated by Jesus’ first eschato-
logical coming but awaits its consummation in his second
coming. According to Mt. 5:19 to obey or to set aside the slight-
est details of Torah seen in the light of Jesus’ fulfillment will
determine one’s status in the consummated kingdom-a warning
against an antinomian tendency. In Mt. 5:20 the greater right-
eousness which the disciples are expected to possess is presented
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as the criterion for entering the consummated kingdom-a warn-
ing against a legalistic tendency.

The six antitheses of Mt. 5:21-48 and other Matthean
Torah-related passages(7:12; 8:1-4; 12:1-14; 15:1-20; 19:16-21;
22:34-40; 23:1-36; 24:20; etc.) confirm my conclusions above
regarding the key passage. These passages also show that the
greater righteousness involves not only extending the scope of
Torah but also proceeding towards the higher and deeper level
of godly life, and that the love commandment is the centre
of the greater righteousness, but it is by no means all that it
entails.








