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{Abstract)

No Horse-and-Rider Figurines in Persian-era
Jerusalem?

Prof. Changyop Lee
(Anyang University)

While Iron Age II Horse-and-Rider Figurines (HRFs) were
commonly used artefacts in Jerusalem and Jerusalem was the
leading centre for the use of HRFs in Iron Age II Judah, we
can puzzle over why no HRFs have been found in Persian-Era
Jerusalem so far. This is a very unusual phenomenon to explain.
The possible change of the size of the Judean civilian population
in Jerusalem in the Persian period could answer the question
as to why no HRFs have been found from that time.
Archaeologically, Jerusalem seems to have had no Persian-era
city wall built from the foundations upwards so far but the
Iron Age II wall was reused and rebuilt. No Persian-era resi-
dential stratum has yet been uncovered in the Jewish Quarter
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of the old city. Many more fragments of HRFs from the
Persian-era occupation stratum are likely to have been displaced
due to the massive building and rebuilding projects in the
Hasmonean and the Herodian periods. For this reason, it would
be difficult to recover HRFs in situ. However, the northern
line of the city wall now lies underneath the north end of the
Haram complex on the Temple Mount, so the one segment
that might yield a Persian date cannot be examined. Since no
foreign invasions of Yehud have been documented in the
Persian period, it is possible that any Persian-era HRFs that
could be found in the future would be found in primary rather
than secondary contexts in the Haram complex on the Temple
Mount. Bearing in mind the limited excavation data in Persian
levels in Jerusalem city areas, we cannot definitely conclude that
no HRFs from Jerusalem will ever turn up.



