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< Abstract>

The Wisdom of the Diaspora Women:
Reading Proverbs 31 in the Life of Koryo Women

Prof. Hye-kyung Park
(Chang Jung Christian University, Taiwan)

The year 2015 is the 70th anniversary of Korea’s liberation
from Japan’s 1910-45 colonial rule. We Koreans continue to cele-
brate freedom and independence from Japan’s colonization.
However, the suffering of the Koryosaram has been unfairly con-
signed to oblivion in the blissful history of Korea. The Israelites
of the Old Testament experienced diaspora under the control of
both Assyria and Babylon, Likewise, Stalin’s 1937 Diaspora policy
forcefully displaced the Koryosaram from Maritime Province in
Russia to Cental Asia. The deportation devastated the Koryosaram
because Stalin’s totalitarianism aimed to exploit the identity of mi-
nority races. Moreover, his policy toward the Koryosaram has been
basically written from the perspective of the prevention of Japanese
espionage. During the exile, the Koryosaram were faced with death
no matter what interest they pursued.

Nevertheless, the Koryosaram have dynamically earned a living
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in Russia and Central Asia without much disappointment in life
after having been forcefully uprooted from their homeland by the
powerful structure. Koryo women’s wisdom infused the life of
the Koryosaram. As women's wisdom in Proverbs became a model
of virtue wherever women survived ordeals, Koryo women used
their wisdom in multiple ways through resistance, education, and
giving birth to lives. The living stories of three Koryo women —
Alexandra Petrovna Kim, Yoon Hee Seok, and Shura Kim —te-
mind us of the importance of wisdom in the barren land. In addi-
tion, their wisdom-centered life opens the horizon of the herme-
neutic dialogue with the woman wisdom in Proverbs 31.



