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<Abstract>

‘Communication Theology’ in the Book of Job

Prof. Kyung-Taek Ha
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

This paper deals with the problem of communication in
the Book of Job. The book can be analyzed by observing its
structure which is in the form of question and answer.
‘Correspondences’ between the characters and scenes form the
foundation of the Book of Job. The important issue is the prob-
lem of communication between characters. Job and his friends
failed to form proper communication and their dialogs end
unsuccessfully. The first component of miscommunications is
due to lack of understanding about the other side. Experience
of revelation, wisdom traditions and theological doctrines can
be meaningless voices when one does not correctly recognize
the situation of the sufferer. Also, individual who wants to ap-
proach another person in order to communicate must acknowl-
edge his limitations and have an open mind about history of
God. Human beings cannot fathom God with their wisdom.
On the contrary, people can find way into the conversation
established through communication in God’s response to Job.
God sees Job’s suffering, answers Job’s questions and listens
to Job’s lamentations. God rules the world mysteriously with
absolute sovereignty and unlimited freedom, but he reveals him-
self as a responding God. The Book of Job shows us clearly
the contrast between the absence of communication and the
execution of communication. The book helps us to find
‘communication theology’ that we should seek and aim for.



