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<Abstracts>

The History of Korean Old Testament Studies
from the Perspective of the Historical-critical

Methods. Part One (1900-1989)

Prof. Jung-woo Kim
(Chong-shin University)

Professor Youngjin Min once said wisely that “as a decade
or a generation or a century passes by, there have been scholarly
researches from time to time to survey the previous intellectual
inheritances and to look out the future directions” (1982). Looking
back the previous investigations on the history of Korean Old
Testament studies since 1900 to the present, there has been on-go-
ing researches done by Jungjoon Kim (1976), Cyrus H. S. Moon
(1978), Youngjin Min (1982), Jungwoo Kim (1999, 2000) and most
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recently Tai-il Wang (2013). From the historical point of view,
Korean Old Testament studies of the 20th century can be charac-
terized and summed up as a clash, structural tension, bipolarization,
and eventually mutual understanding and acceptance between the
historical-critical camps and anti-historical-critical camps. However,
since the last decades of the 20th century, Korean Old Testament
studies have been widely diversified and paved way for the herme-
neutics of complexity and convergence. The present writer divides
the history of Korean Old Testament studies during last 115 years
into three major periods with their distinctive features as follows:
(1) The first Phase (1900-1956): Conception period of the Old
Testament studies (faEjiH) and Conflict period of the historical criti-
cism (B#EH), (2) The second Phase (1957-1989): Growth period
the Old Testament studies (F&H#) and bifurcation of the historical
criticism and anti-historical criticism (4-{t#fl), (3) The third Phase
(1990-present): Diversification period of the Old Testament studies
(%) and the period of hermeneutical complexity and con-
vergence (@i & HA). The history of Korean Old Testament studies
in the 20th century can be summed up in terms of the collision,
conflict and eventual bifurcation which was followed by self-re-
flection process on the limitation of the historical critical methods
on the part of the critical scholars on the one hand and on the
limited contribution of the critical methods on the part of the
evangelical scholars on the other hand. In this way, Korean Old
Testament scholars come to the intellectual maturity by dismount-
ing self-righteousness of biblical interpretation, evaluating the con-
tribution and limitation of the critical methods, promoting mutual
understanding, paving ways for the diversification of the research
and eventually preparing new directions to the hermeneutical com-
plexities and convergences for the 21st century.



