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<Abstract>

A Study on the Formation of YHWH-Monotheism
in the Old Testament

Prof., Kyung-Taek Ha
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

In recent studies, ancient Israel has lost its special position
in the history of religion. We can perceive the traces of polythe-
ism in the Hebrew Bible and recognize how YHWH took up
little by little the qualities of other gods and so extended his
“God-competence”. Nevertheless, YHWH-monotheism is the
incomparable character of Israel’s religion. The Old Testament
shows that YHWH-monotheism is a “product” of a continuing
discussion and the process of development. In the patriarchal
age(Gen 12-50) the viewpoint about God is relative open and
comprehensive. The revelation of YHWH’s name to Moses is
a momentous event and Israel’s faith in YHWH is closely related
to the exodus-experience of Isracl. We can find the clues to
the origins of YHWH-religion in the poetic texts that refer to
the “home” of YHWH(Deu 33:2; Jdg 5:4-5; Ps 68:7-8, 17-18;
Hab 3:3). In the period of Israel’s monarchy there was an
“YHWH-alone-movement”(“JHWH-allein-Bewegung”)  spear-
headed by the prophets(e. g. Elijah, Hosea, Amos) on the threats



from outside(in Assyria 8./7. BC). In the movement YHWH
was profiled increasingly as “anti-god” against gods of neighbor-
ing countries. In the confession of YHWH which has tied itself
in a unique way to Israel they find the driving forces of political
resistance against foreign oppression and influences. The ex-
clusive monotheism appears definitely in the texts in which the
conditions of life in exile were reflected, especially so called
Deutero-Isaiah(Isa 40-55). The loss of the monarchy and the
destruction of the temple resulted in the demand for an exclusive
YHWH-monotheism. From this study we realize that each day
and age is an opportunity to pick up the threads of the discussion
about God and to continue this.






