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<Abstract>

Matthew’s Understanding of Torah from the
Standpoint of Covenantal Story of Israel

Prof. Kangtaek Lee
(Kukje Theological Seminary)

The emerging consensus of Matthean scholars is that, with
regard to its view of the law, Matthew’s Gospel is the most
“conservative” or traditionally Jewish document in the NT. In
this paper, I will argue that Matthew’s view of the law is not,
as is often claimed, “conservative;” “traditional” or
“reactionary,” but radical in its redefinition of the function and
character of Torah. Current Matthean scholars are fundamentally
flawed in neglecting first century Jewish Christian hermeneutical
concerns in their handling of Matthew’s understanding of Torah.
Since Matthew is most likely a Jewish Christian, his thought
world is based upon the covenantal story of God’s creation,
fall, and selection of Israel, of which Torah is a part. For this
very reason, in order to understand Matthew’s view of Torah,
we first investigate the covenantal story of Israel (Israel’s calling,
the Temple, and the Promised Land) and then the function
of Torah within this story. Keeping the Jewish worldview in
mind, we then examine the view of Torah in the Second Temple
documents. While the works in those periods proclaim ‘the im-
mutability of Torah’ and the application of the covenant charter
to the everyday life of the covenant community, we find that
Matthew’s understanding of Torah does not precisely reflect
this idea. Rather, his understanding of Torah is radically christo-
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telic, and some halakhic stipulations are refocused by this chris-
totelic perspective. It will be argued that his radical hermeneutics
must be understood from the perspective of the renewed story
of Israel. When Jesus, through the resurrection, became the un-
expected and surprising ending to the covenantal story, all of
its components had to be reinterpreted in line with this astonish-
ing ending.



