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<Abstract>

Ecological Theology from the Perspective of the
Tree of Life

Prof. Hee Sung Lee
(Chongshin Univ.)

Destruction of the ecological system is one of the most
serious challenges we face in the 21st century. Lynn White argues
that human centered Christian theology is the main cause of
the destruction of ecological environment. Her argument, how-
ever, comes from the misunderstanding of Christian theology.
Thus, this paper presents a biblical principle of ecological theol-
ogy by investigating the tree of life theme in Ancient Near East
culture, Genesis, Ezekiel, and the Book of Revelation. The tree
of life in Genesis introduces the fact that God is the source
and owner of life of all created universe. The tree of life symbol-
izes the harmonious inter-relationship between God and human
and ecology in God's created universe. However, due to human
sin the relationship was broken and the earth was cursed.
Destruction of ecology as a result of God’s judgment leads to
anticipate the eschatological redemption and restoration. The
eschatological restoration will be fulfilled in the new creation
and new order. Ezekiel and the Book of Revelation introduce
the tree of life image as God’s eschatological blessing and
restoration. The tree of life in the Book of Revelation symbolizes
not only the eschatological life, but also God's new order and
restoration in the New creation. The tree of life suggests eco-
logical system that we enjoy now is not perishable one, but
will be our eternal abode. Such an eschatological hope requires
our responsible attitude toward ecological environment.






