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<Abstract>

The Law and Love in the Gospel According
to John

Lecturer, Wooil Moon
(Seoul Theological University)

This paper explores the law and love in the Gospel according
to John. G. Charles A. Fernando argued that the law given
through Moses does not stand against love revealed by Jesus
but the former is complementary and preparatory to the latter
in John (2001). His suggestion, however, does not reflect strong
knowledge of scholarly discourse on the tension between the
Mosaic law and Jesus’s love commandment in John. Severino
Pancaro interprets the tension by adopting James L. Martyn’s
sociological hypothesis about the segregation of the Johannine
Christians from the synagogue of Pharisaic Jews (1968). For
Pancaro, love represents the sectarian view of Jewish Christians,
who can hardly identify themselves as Jews, while the law
(nomos) the traditional view of Judaism confirmed as orthodox
by the Council of Yamnia in the late first century A.D. This
paper reconsiders Pancaro’s extreme dichotomy between the less
Jewish love of Johannine sectarianism and the very Jewish law
of orthodox Judaism. Kire Fuglseth redefines the Johannine
community not as a sect but as a cult which manifested tension
only with a certain group of Judaism rather than with Judaism
itself. Relying on his hypothesis, this paper proposes that both
the law and love in John are firmly rooted in the Jewish tradition:
The law and love signify two different interpretations of God’s
commandments: the former is of the Jewish leaders and Jesus’s
opponents in John while the latter is of the Johannine
community.



