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<Abstract>

The Ecological Theology in Genesis 1-9

Prof. Chong-Hun Pae
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

The reason for an ecological crisis is mainly related to the
human desire and the world-view of Enlightenment; however,
Christianity is partially responsible for it. The biblical solution
for ecological crisis does not seem to be convincing, since we
read the Bible only as the story of humans which puts humans
in the center of the universe and focuses on human supremacy
over other creation. I try to read the Bible both as the story
of humans and the story of the earth. Being Read as the story
of the humans, Genesis 1-9 includes the following elements.
1) The earth needs humans as a center in the universe. 2) While
humans are restricted creatures made from earth, humans are
different from other creatures in that God breathed his nostrils
the breath of life. 3) The destiny of earth and animals depends
on whether humans obey God’s command or not. Read as the
story of the earth, Genesis 1-9 includes the following elements.
1) Earth should not be worshiped as God; however, it is a
space where God is present. 2) Earth is the base of life where
living creatures exist. 3) Humans depending on earth receive
the blessing to subdue the earth, and the authority to govern
living creatures. The Bible witnesses that ecological crisis was
caused by human disobedience and was deteriorated by abusing
the authority given to humans. Confronting ecological crisis,
we have to focus on human obedience and good utilization
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of the authority to subdue the earth and govern the living
creatures. Moreover, we as humans have the duty to restore
the devastated earth.





