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<Abstract>

Some philological observations on the translation
characteristics of The Book of Revelation in The
Complete Bible in Korean (1911)

Prof., Dal Lee
(Hannam University)

The translation of the Book of Revelation in The Complete
Bible in Korean (1911) provides difficulties for the modern people
to read and understand. That comes from the different style
of notation from the modern Korean language, choice of vo-
cabulary which gives different meaning from the modern words,
and incorrect translation or mistranslation.

When we look into the notation problem, we can find many
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phenomena which show the pre-modern notation. This is be-
cause the notation of the nineteenth century Korean shows the
different notation from the modern usage. In detail, the special
vowel, “ -7 was still being used, and “~,)” one of the final
consonant, was used a lot as a representative for six other final
consonants. Frequent use of the diphthongs and hard sounds
or aspirated sounds were seen differently from the modern
language. In addition, we can observe diverse usage in many
phonemal phenomena such as phonetic principle of the first
sounds, palatalization, and vowel harmony. Also there were dif-
ferences in the notation of morphemes. All these phenomena
are the cases which show the early development of notation
from phoneme notation to morpheme notation.

Another cause to give difficulty for modern readers to read
resides in the choice of vocabulary which has different meaning
from modern one. Partly it comes from The Revised 1 ersion which
was used as the source of translation. Some words were deleted
in the final consonants and some words were written differently
from the modern usage, so that the contemporary readers are
easily led to misunderstanding of the words in question.

There were not a few examples of incorrect translation or
mistranslation. Among others, we can tell the unique expressions
of passive form(“dt}, Btth, S1th). Furthermore, there are some
cases of incomplete sentences, awkward or unnatural trans-
lations, inadequate translations. Even though there are not many,
there are certainly some instances of mistranslations.

As a conclusion, The Book of Revelation in The Complete
Bible in Korean (1911) reflects the philological characteristics of
the nineteenth century, the times of flowering, seen from the
notation style, the choice of vocabulary, and the level of
translation. We can see them especially in the confusion of nota-
tion of that times. The Complete Bible in Korean (1911) rather re-
sponded conservatively against the changing trend of the times.
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We can understand this particular phenomena, considering the
character of canon. However, The Complete Bible in Korean (1911)
is of great importance in the history of Korean Bible translation
in that it has guided and influenced a great deal the later trans-
lations including The Korean Revised 1 ersion.






