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<Abstract>

The Hope for the Restoration of the Davidic
Kingdom in the Light of the Davidic Covenant in 2
Chronicles 21 and 23

Prof. Sunwoo Hwang
(Anyang University)

The Davidic covenant of 2 Chronicles 21 and 23 witnesses
the Chronicler’s firm belief in the renewal of the Davidic
dynasty. In the midst of the full-scale negative assessment of
Jehoram, the Chronicler explicitly mentions that God is not
willing to destroy the Davidic kingdom because he made a cove-
nant with David in 2 Chr 21:7. It is remarkable that in
Chronicles, the sole mention of the explicit phrase of the
Davidic covenant@dyidl trK rva tyrBh) occurs in the account of
Jehoram’s heinous sins of idolatry and fratricide that endanger
the Davidic line. The three divergencies between 2 Chr 21:7
and its parallel text of 2 Kgs 8:19 are significant signals for
understanding the Chronicler’s view of the Davidic kingdom.
With the first two covenant-specific phrases, the Chronicler
rouses the postexilic readers’ expectations for the restoration
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of the Davidic dynasty based on the covenant. In the third
divergence, it is observed that the Chronicler emphasizes the
efficacy of the promise for the posterity of David. In particular,
God’s granting a lamp to David and his descendants stresses
the Chronicler’s hope in the continuity of the Davidic line.

Not only the Davidic covenant on the lips of Jehoida in
2 Chr 23:3, but the Chronicles’ textual pluses and divergencies
in comparison with 2 Kgs 11:4 reveal a more thorough justifica-
tion for Jehoida’s coup in Chronicles. The larger list of the
partakers of the coup(2 Chr 23:1) with the inclusion of important
figures such as the Levites and the heads of the fathers of Israel
(2 Chr 23:2), and the explicit designation of the participants,
“all the assembly”’(2 Chr 23:3), witness widespread support for
Jehoida’s restoration of the Davidic line. Furthermore, unlike
2 Kgs 11:4, the Chronicler renders the partakers voluntarily as
part of the coup in 2 Chr 23:2. The Chronicler, as a meticulous
writer, does not forget to designate Jerusalem(contra the Temple
of 2 Kgs 11:4) as the place of assembly for the large group
of partakers of the coupe. Also, the early designation of “king”
to Joash even before the completion of the coup(2 Chr 23:3)
enhances the legitimacy of the restoration of the Davidic line.
The Chronicler reveals in his justification of Jehoida’s restoration
of the Davidic king a longing for the restoration of the Davidic
kingdom in his own postexilic time.



