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2) Jon D. Levenson, Creation and the Persistence of Evil, The Jewish Drama of Divine
Ommipotence (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), 7-10.
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Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 49, 53-65, 68.

710l A AL o] F o Fokd ¢ gle YRR Utk I FelME {71
3841900 TIAE The o] FEE sl e, Tahbde] AalAs)
9] S, (89l APEA, 2012), 221-264; Kim Chang Joo, “The Meaning
of Job’s Suffering and the Divine Speeches in Job 38-41,” Met= 7|5 wAlsH=3:,
63 (=715 18}3], 2009), 5-19; QLE, FAF O] WEOE Q= §71y (M2
FHEETAL 2007), 55-123, 127-153, 179-216; 4, “Heitiy] FEFFoZ
A E719] =T TRHEWE 47 (=S ek, 2007), 343-374; 019V,
“AAPAE- ofl, TGS, ofBAR RIFAIEH FeRleke 95k A T8
g olalE SHeR” TSN, 131 (2005), 29-56; W%, T mAale}
A e B0 (A AT AT A, 2002), 252-289; Abigail Pelham,
Contested Creations in the Book of Job, The-World-As-1t-Ought-and-Ought-Not-To-Be
(Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2012); William P. Brown, The Seven Pillars of Creation: The
Bible, Science, and the Ecology of Wonder (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 2010),
115-140; James L. Crenshaw, “When Form and Content Clash: The Theology
of Job 38:1-40:5,” Richard J. Clifford and John J. Collins, eds., Creation in the
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Biblical Traditions, The Catholic Biblical Monograph Series 24 (Washington, DC.:
The Catholic Biblical Association of America, 1992), 70-84.
5) Brown, The Seven Pillars of Creation, 125-131.
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8) Norman C. Habel, “In Defense of God the Sage,” Leo G. Perdue and W. Clark
Gilpin, eds., The Voice from the Whirlwind, Interpreteting the Book of Job (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1992), 21-38.

9) Norman C. Habel, “In defense of God the Sage,” 33.
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11) Crenshaw, “When Form and Content Clash,” 76.
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12) Brwon, The Seven Pillars of Creation, 129.
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13) Crenshaw, “When Form and Content Clash,” 76; Habel, “In Defense of God
the Sage,” 35.
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<Abstract>

“Do you know the laws that govern the

heavens?”(Job 38:33a): A Sapiential Reflection on the
Creation Tradition in the Book of Job 38-41

Prof. T. 1. Wang
(Methodist Theological University)

This paper is intended to understand the theological voice
of creation in Job 38-41, which is compared with Genesis 1
in its validity on the trajectory of creation theology in the Old
Testament. Scholarly interest in creation has led to the biblical
wisdom tradition in Job 38-41 as one of sources that challenge
to the place of human beings in the world of divine creation.
The logic of the argument attributed to the divine speech in
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Job 38-41, the “whitlwind tour of creation,” shows the authentic
testimony to the “littleness” of human beings in the created
world as seen in its cosmogony, meterology, and zoology.
Human beings in the speech of God can be referred to casually
and even betrayed as an object of mockery. Yet, wild animals’
parade before Job in marvelous formation reveals that God has
created, sustained, and provided the world in a way that allows
every living thing to exist according to its nature. Human beings
implement no control over these creatures. Leviathan in Job
41, for example, which was seen as chaos monster, stands now
as a symbol of creatures that God feeds it to be the king of
all proud creatures. Cosmic tour of Job in Job 38-41 calls, there-
fore, attention to the fact that human beings are no longer the
crown of the universe as is seen in Genesis 1. Such an under-
standing comes to the awakening that all creatures on earth
can live only by divine grace. This point can be pushed in the
dialogue with Oriental wisdom, “Living by Understanding the
World from the Heavenly Net,” closely resembles with oracular
speech in Job 38-41. Biblical eco-spirituality can expect a found-
ing only after we are to be awakened at this point.



