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<Abstract>

Inner-Biblical Interpretation of the
Golden Calf Narratives

Prof. Daewoong Kim

(Chongshin Theological Seminary)

This essay deals with the golden calf narratives as an exem-
plary text in which the Pentateuch preserved and transmitted
Moses’ particular interpretation of the same event. Furthermore,
the case of Israel’s worship of the golden calf embodies in-
ner-biblical exegesis of the authors of the other books in the
OT. The event in Exodus 32 was first written by Moses, who
recalls it in Deuteronomy 9-10 with a new emphasis for the
contemporary audience. Moses emphasizes the divine grace in
the Exodus version of the golden calf narrative, whereas he modi-
fies the point of the narrative in Deuteronomy by stressing the
divine wrath more than the divine grace so as to warn the cove-
nantal Israel of the critical danger of idolatry. Later, the golden
calf narratives in the Pentateuch inspired the Kings’ author, who
reflected the narratives after the fall of Jerusalem by the
Babylonians. The post-exilic Israelite historian understood the
Jeroboam calves as a representation of the betrayal of Israel at
Mt. Sinai through the calf worship. Unlike the Mosaic warning
that the potential seduction of Israel into idolatry would be
the cultic system of the Canaanites, Israel was led by her king
(Jeroboam) to rebel their God and destroy the covenanted rela-
tionship with God.
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