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<Abstract>

Narrative Criticism on Pharaoh’s Genocide

-Focusing on Exodus 1:1-14-

Prof. Sok-Chung Chang
(Catholic Kwandong University)

This study is to explore the plausible purpose of Pharaoh’s
first measure in Exodus 1:1-14 by using narrative criticism. The
fact that each verse does not seem to match one another needs
to be explained in order to understand the flow of the whole
narrative. The logical explanation would be preferable because the
biblical writer must have worked with such a coherent stream of
mind.

The mention of Joseph in v. 5b is to relate the death of Joseph
and all of his generation in v. 6. It also makes a reasonable con-
nection with the rise of the new Egyptian king who does not
Joseph in v. 8. Furthermore, the mention of the number 70 in
v. 5a seems to contrast the population increase of the Israelites
depicted in v. 7. The name Joseph makes the whole narrative of
vv. 1-14 in one complete story in the first place.

The new situation develops in terms of Israel’s tremendous
increase of population and becoming strong. When the Pharaoh
recognizes this situation he concerns with two things: the Israelites'
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joining with enemy in the time of war and eventually going out
of the land of Egypt. The hypothesized war in the mind of the
king and possibility of Israel’s going out of the land are very difficult
to explain. However, going out of the land foreshadows the event
of Exodus. The writer makes the king say this as the upcoming
event of Exodus.

The king’s measures of the forced labor could make the
Israelites so tired that they could not fight against Egypt at the
time of war. It could also prevent them from going out of the
land because of lack of motivation. Then the king keeps those
Israelites’ labor force and utilizes them to construct the store cities
and other buildings.

The birth of Moses is not connected with the kings’ first meas-
ures because this measures is not to kill the infants but the
grownups. Also the forced labor can kill both men and women
at the work places. The tradition of the slavery with forced labor
in 1:1-14 is not related to the tradition of Moses’s birth. Only
the second and third measures are definitely connected with Moses’
birth.
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