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< Abstract>

A Reconsideration on the Prayer of Jabez

Prof. Sun-Jong Kim

(Honam Theological University and Seminary)

The prayer of Jabez in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 is well known to
many Christians. His mother gave birth to him in pain, so she
named her son Jabez, or “pain.” Although a painful fate was given
to him, he overcame it through his prayer. His prayer could be
called “the prayer of If” for it consists of the subjunctive mood
as “if God bless me, if God enlarge the border of my territory,
if God protect me with his hands, if God let me escape from
this pain.” His prayer has neither a vow nor a plea that God has
to respond. Jabez just entrusts the results of his prayer to the
only sovereign God by praying “the prayer of If.”

Many people understand Jabez’s prayer as the most effective
prayet, so they think that God always responds to the prayer when
they pray eagetly. Some people circumscribe the blessing by noting
that Jabez asked God for a personal and material blessing, and
then they minimize the meaning of blessing shown in the prayer.
However, this represents a popular misunderstanding of the prayer
of Jabez. The prayer of Jabez should be properly understood in
the historical context in which the text was written and read in
the light of the Chronicler's theology within which the prayer was
conceived.

The Chronicler’s history offers a blueprint by which the
Israelites construct a new nation after returning to their homeland
from the Babylonian exile. The new nation is theocratic and is
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a cultic community which centers on the prayer and sacrifice in
the temple precinct. Hence, First Chronicles gives a list of the
people who construct the new Israel as evident in the genealogy
in 1 Chronicle 1-9 and expresses Israel's origin and God’s grace
through this genealogy. Jabez asks for God’s blessing, and God
responds to his prayer. Jabez represents the forefathers of faith
who form Israel.

Thus, the prayer of Jabez, written in the Chronicler's history,
shows among many prayers an important aspect of exilic and post-
exilic Israelites who prayed eagetly for the restoration of Israel
in pain. When we read the prayer of Jabez in the Chroniclet's
theology, particularly in the history of Israel in the exilic period
when the theology of prayer was formed and the Chronicler's his-
tory was written, we can grasp an example of the prayers of Israel
and the mysterious meaning of prayers. Jabez’s genealogy remains
unclear, since the name of his father is not known. Ultimately,
Jabez is the hero of faith—an Israelite who was in pain but who
overcomes his fate with his prayer and who gives hope to today’s
marginalized Christians who live in pain and under oppression.



