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<Abstract>

The Law Which Cannot Give Life and the
Life-Giving Gospel: Paul’s Gospel and His View of the

Law

Prof. Yon-Gyong Kwon
(Soongsil University)

This paper examines the place of the Law in Paul’s gospel.
First, the study argues that, given the diversity of the first-century
Judaism, it is methodologically misguided to attempt to secure
the proper backdrop of Paul’s view of the Law by analyzing
the shape of Judaism. It is also problematic to hastily equate
the macrocosm of early Judaism with the microcosm of local
individual congregations of Paul’s mission. So the beginning
point of interpreting Paul is his own text itself (I). Then, the
study goes on to demonstrate that Paul’s rhetorical situation
is neither legalism (the traditional perspective) nor exclusive na-
tionalism (New Perspective) but the hypocritical replacement
of moral obedience by external identity markers such as circum-
cision and calendar regulations. Such a futility of such a move-
ment is what Paul tries to pin down with expression “works
of the Law.” Also included here is a critique of those who
refuse to take Paul’s depiction of his interlocutors as indifferent
to Law observance at its face value (II). Lastly, the study exam-
ines Galatians and Romans to show how Paul presents the Christ
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event and faith as the sole way of receiving the gift of the
Spirit (Galatians), and how he associates the rule of grace estab-
lished by Christ with the liberating work of the Holy Spirit
(Romans). Paul’s gospel focuses on the promise of life in Christ,
and that is why his presentation of the gospel always reaches
its climax with the work of the Spirit. This leads to the con-
clusion that Paul’s view of the Law does not arise from certain
doctrinal or sociological implications it allegedly contain but the
simple yet all-important fact that God did not mean it to be
the source of the life-giving Spirit. The Law is not the way
to salvation, since it is weak, in the sense that it cannot give
the Spirit to those who rely on it



