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Brent, “The Enigma of Ignatius of Antioch,” The Journal of Ecclesiastical History
57 (2006), 429-430.
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of Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984), 124.

14) William R. Schoedel, Ignatius of Antioch, 4.
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Christianity in Antioch (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1960), 66-69; 71| E,
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The Christianity of Ignatius of Antioch, 68-75.
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1976), 13.
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<Abstract>

Bishop of Antioch, Ignatius’ Understanding on the
Old Testament

Adjunct Prof. You-Joon Kim
(Yonsei University)

The purpose of this article is to inquire into the early church
fathers’ understanding on the Old Testament. Especially this
article is focused on the Epistles of Ignatius who was the bishop
of Antioch. As a foremost apostolic father, Ignatius has played
an important role to succeed to the Christian faith, so that it
is worth investigating his theological thought. Under the perse-
cution, he emphasized the identity of Christianity as martyrdom,
refuting against heresy such as Gnosticism.

There have been three distinctive kinds of the early church
fathers’ understanding on the Old Testament. First, as a proof
from prophecy, the Old Testament is a sample or typoi of Jesus
Christ, proving the fulfillment of prophecy. Second, it shows
an exemplar of the holy life, functioning as an instructive sermon
or a panaenetic homily. Third, the identity of Christianity can
be guaranteed by the Old Testament, so that Christian faith
has attained the biblical antiquity. Among them, most eatly
church fathers emphasized the completion of prophecy by mak-
ing use of the first function of the Old Testament.

Ignatius also accepted this tradition, though he usually sug-
gested the Old Testament as a panaenetic homily. What is the
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most significant point is that Ignatius considered the role of
the laws of Moses or the Old Testament equivalent to that
of the gospel. In sum, Ignatius revealed the main theme of
the Old Testament is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
in which the prophecies of all the prophets have been achieved.



