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<Abstract>

Cosmology in Matthew's Gospel:
A Study on Matthew’s Use of Heavenly Imagery and Symbolism

Daehoon Kang
(Lecturer, Chongshin University)

The present study explores the function of cosmology in
Mathtew’s Gospel, focusing on Matthew’s use of heavenly imagery
and symbolism. I seek to establish the argument that Matthew’s
language of heaven is not merely a circumlocution for God but
that it draws on a Jewish apocalyptic milieu which would have
been common-place in Second Temple Judaism, so that it is possi-
ble to interpret Matthew’s use of the word “heaven” against a
background of heaven as a spatial reality in which there is a heav-
enly court and in which heaven is seen as closely associated with
the destiny of the righteous.

Historical background and narrative approach are my main
methods because the Old Testament and Second Temple Jewish
texts form historical backgrounds for the understanding of
Matthew’s heaven (e.g., the heavenly council; the heavenly symbol-
ism of the temple; the juxtaposition of the heavenly realm and
the destiny of the righteous; the motif of heaven being opened;
the interaction between heaven and earth; the phrase “before God”
in heaven) and because Matthew uses heavenly imagery and sym-



268 Canon&Culture HM|8& 23 | 2014 712

bolism to highlight his main themes in the entire Gospel.

In particular, this study investigates Matthew’s distinctive texts
and important texts having to do with heaven, exploring their
meaning and establishing their role in each narrative section.
Matthew uses heavenly imagery and symbolism to communicate
effectively with his implied readers and describes heaven as a spatial
setting for events to reveal God’s plan of salvation, the identity
of main characters, and the heavenly mysteries like the destiny
of humanity. Heaven has a prominent role with special imagery
and is associated with such key matters as revelation and judgment;
each of Matthew’s five discourses ends with the theme of last
judgment, which is related to the imagery of the heavenly court
which announces the destiny of humanity, and which anticipates
the eschatological and paradoxical separation between the sinners
and the righteous, culminating in the parable of the sheep and
the goats (Matt. 25:31-40).



