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<Abstract>

God’s ‘Omnipresence’ and ‘Absence’:
A Comparative Study of Psalm 139 and Job 23

Prof. Kyung-Taek Ha
(Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

This project is a comparative study of Psalm 139 and Job 23.
In them the themes of the ‘omnipresence’ of God and the ‘absence’
of God appear in sharp contrast. At the same time, however, both
texts show many similarities with each other, as both have features
of lament psalms. The aim of the study is to find their significance
for the understanding of God and the spirituality of the Old
Testament. In Psalm 139 and Job 23 the relationship between the
speaker and God is all the way at the center. The speakers of
the two texts are making all statements from the point of view
of God’s character and behavior.

All the speakers featured in the two texts speak of the
‘knowledge” of God (Ps 139: 1-4; Job 23:10) and ‘the confidence
of innocence’ (Ps 139:12; Job 23:7, 10-12) as their common ground.
But they experience God in directly opposite ways. The speaker
of Psalm 139 experiences the ‘omnipresence’ of God (Psalm 139:
7-10) and Job experiences the ‘absence’ of God (Job 23:8-9).
Thinking a little deeper, however, the two speakers are experiencing
the ‘omnipresence’ of God and the ‘absence’ of God
simultaneously. In these two texts the ‘omnipresence’ of God and
the ‘absence’ of God coexist as God’s distance and God’s nearness
are experienced at the same time. In such a situation, both the
speakers hope for the same thing. They want to be rid of the
current suffering through a recognition of innocence. This is the
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‘con-transcendent’ presence and existence of God that the speaker
of Psalm 139 and Job in Job 23 eagerly desire. In addition, authentic
faith in God’s ‘sovereignty’ and ‘being with’ creates a cry at the
time of experiencing the absence as well as the omnipresence of
God. Their cry meets God’s answer and causes the psalmists expe-
rience the ‘con-transcendent’ presence and existence of God.
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