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1) J. Lambrecht, “Paul’s Farewell-Address at Miletus (Acts 20, 17-38),” Jacob
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University Press, 1979), 303.
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3) Beverly Roberts Gaventa, The Acts of the Apostles, Abingdon New Testament
Commentaries (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003), 288.

4) Luke Timothy Johnson, The Acts of the Apostles, Daniel J. Harrington, ed., Sacra
Pagina Series 5 (Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1992), 366.

5) Ibid.
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6) Ben Witherington, The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rbetorical Commentary (Grand
Rapids/Carlisle: W. B. Eerdmans Pub/Paternoster Press, 1998), 627.

7) Hans-Joachim Michel, Die Absschiedsrede des Paulus an die Kirche Apg 20, 17-38:
Motivgeschichte und Theologische Bedeutung, Studien zum Alten und Neuen Testament
35 (Miinchen: Kosel, 1973); J. Lambrecht, “Paul’s Farewell-Address at Miletus
(Acts 20, 17-38),” 307-337.

8) William Kurz, Farewell Addresses in the New Testament (Collegeville: Liturgical Press,
1990), 32.
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12) Ibid., 54.

13) Ibid., 53.

14) W20 Wk Aus 0 AME W dalle] digh v 9% glrk FaL
J. Lambrecht, “Paul’s Farewell-Address at Miletus (Acts 20, 17-38),” 332-333.

15) Ben Witherington, The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary, 631.
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16) 1. Howard Marshall, The Acts of the Apostles: An Introduction and Commentary, 1st
American ed. (Grand Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans, 1980), 339; Ben Witherington,
The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rbetorical Commentary, 631.

17) Beverly Roberts Gaventa, The Acts of the Apostles, 293.

18) Ibid.
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17.1-18.2; Livy, 5.42.3-5, 28.22.6-11, 28.23.1-5, 31.17.4-10; Josephus, B. J.
5.429-433, 6.204-207, 7.391-399.
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Theological Seminary, 2004), 317-318.
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264.
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<Abstract>

“Tragic History’ Style in Paul’s Journey to

Jerusalem

Lecturer. Doo-Hee Lee
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

In the tradition of Greco-Roman historiography, most his-
torians, including Herodotus and Thucydides, have employed
literary techniques used in Attic Tragedy so that they may max-
imize the effects of communication, thereby entertaining readers.
In his Histories, Polybius called it ‘tragic history.” Some of charac-
teristics of ‘tragic history’ are as follows: 1) koros(sati-
ety/sutfeit)-hybris-ate(infatuation/ruin) pattern, 2) a dilemma be-
tween two difficult options, 3) evocation of ‘fear and pity’ by
‘tragic irony’ and recognition of inevitable fate, 4) vivid por-
trayal(enargeia), and 5) late-learning(ophsimathia). In this paper, 1
attempt to demonstrate that we can find out two of those
characteristics of ‘tragic history’ style in the description of Paul’s
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Journey to Jerusalem(Acts 20:1-21:16): vivid portrayal and a di-
lemma between two legitimate choices.

Regarding the pericope of Paul’s journey to Jerusalem, there
have been two enigmatic issues which were not easy to explain
out: 1) an extra-ordinary emphasis on emotions in the portrayal
of Paul’s parting from Ephesian elders and 2) why Luke did
not mention explicitly ‘delivery of collections for the poot,’
which is specified in Paul’s letters(Rom. 15:25-26; 1 Cor. 16:1-4),
as the purpose of visit to Jerusalem. Many scholars have recog-
nized those peculiar characteristics, and have tried to answer
them. But no explanation was definitively satisfactory. This study
suggests a plausible way to answer those two questions that
have long been recognized but unsatisfactorily explained. In my
view, those characteristics are related to Luke’s intentional em-
ployment of ‘tragic history’ style to enhance the effects of com-
munication with readers.

By employing ‘tragic history’ style, in other words, making
readers emotionally engage in the message Luke tried to commu-
nicate, Luke enhanced the effects of communication. At the
same time, in doing so, Luke made sure that the readers listen
to his message that they should follow Paul’s way in making
decisions.






