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<Abstract>

Paul’s Allegorization, Typological Interpretation of Allegory,
and Contextual Application of Old Testament Traditions in
Galatians 4:21-31

Prof. Lee, Yeong Mee
(Hanshin University, Theology)

The present article examines Paul’s interpretation of Old
Testament text/tradition in Galatians 4:21-31. The study shows
that Paul uses three ways of adoption of Old Testament traditions.
First, Paul selects various elements from Old Testament, such as
Sarah-Hagar story, Sinai tradition, Zion tradition, for his
allegorization. In the process of allegorization, he often twisted
and even revert the tradition to include non-Israelite Christians
into the main stream of biblical salvation history in the light of
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the Gospel of Christ. Second, he interpreted the allegory in the
lines of salvific tradition of Old Testament. In this sense, his allego-
rical interpretation is typological. Third, he cited Old Testament
texts for the contextual need of Galatian Churches.

Allegorization and allegorical interpretation of the biblical tradi-
tion are found not only in Paul’s writing, but within the Old
Testament, among the writers of the New Testament, among the
Early Church leaders, and among preachers in pulpits till now.
As a reader-oriented interpretation, allegorization and allegorical
interpretation conceive a danger for manipulation or distort of the
original meaning of the Bible and for the use of the Bible for
the sake of personal interest under the name of God. Paul’s allego-
rical interpretation was accepted based on his authority as the
Apostle as well as the acceptance of faith community who formed
a new tradition of Christianity.

Paul’s allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament and the
contextual application of the Bible into life give room for modern
leaders not to rigidly dig to draw the textual meaning of the Bible
as historical-critical methods insisted. Yet, it shows that the inter-
preters must be careful to re-apply the meaning of the text into
life in order that the interpretation served for the Gospel and their
congregation, not for their own sake. A careful use of allegory,
which roots in biblical tradition/text, may sometimes be helpful
to reduce the gap between the textual meaning of the ancient author
and the contextual meaning of the reader.
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