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< Abstract>

The Inheritance Law of Deuteronomy for the Fatherless, the
Widow and the Sojourner

Prof. EunHee Kang

(Pusan Catholic Theological Institute)

This paper investigates the significance of the legal provisions
for the fatherless, the widow and the sojourner in Deuteronomy.
The Deuteronomic Law stipulates aids for various vulnerable
groups in the Israelites. Among those groups, the fatherless, the
widow and the sojourner are conspicuous: they are the most fre-
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quently mentioned, they are considered as a unity rather than three
differential groups, and they receive the same kind of provisions.
Noting this specificity, this paper studies (1) the significance of
the combination of the fatherless, the widow and the sojourner,
(2) and the nature of the provisions for these groups.

This study starts with a lexical examination of each group.
The status of the fatherless and the widow generates from the
point when a family loses its father and husband. People become
sojourners when they live in a land other than their hometown.
The fatherless, the widow and the sojourner seem to have their
own respective difficulties. However, once they are grouped togeth-
er, they become something more than a random sampling of the
poor groups of people. They are in common in that they are not
male adult land owners. And the Deuteronomic Law guarantees
them the leftovers from the hatvest field, invitations to the Feast
of Weeks and Feast of Booths, and triennial tithe. All these items
are related to the yields from the land, and meant to be something
more than an economic aid out of the humanitarian concern. By
relating the portions for the fatherless, the widow and the sojourner
to the yields of the land, Deuteronomy sees to that in the Promised
Land, nobody should be excluded from the benefits of God's
inheritance.

Traditionally, the fatherless, the widow and the sojourner are
considered as vulnerable and poor, and the provisions for these
groups are understood from the humanitarian perspective.
However, considering the nature of the aids provided for these
groups and the context of Deuteronomy as a teaching for the
people of Israel who are to inherit the Promised Land, the provi-
sions for the fatherless, the widow and the sojourner signify some-
thing more than an alleviation of economic difficulties for the poor
groups among the people of Israel. This paper suggests the father-
less, the widow and the sojourner are not so much the object
of humanitarian action as the subject of the inheritance of the
Promised ILand.



