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<Abstract>

Is Right to Call ‘the Cleansing of the Temple’ in
Mark 11:15-18

Dr. Jungkyoo Sun
(The University of Wales Lampeter)

Even though Jesus’ action in the Temple was one of the
outstanding religious incidents in Jesus’ life and scholarly dis-
cussions have been pursued vigorously in recent decades, schol-
arly consensus has not been reached for the lack of concrete
evidences. So We may group three major genre identifications:
prophetic symbolic act, reformer’s cleansing act and eschato-
logical messianic act. To clarify the meaning of the Temple in-
cident and the intention of Jesus, we have searched the Temple
traditions in the history of ancient Israel because Jesus was prob-
ably influenced strongly by Israelite laws and traditions in the
Old Testament and early Jewish literature.

First, the origins and the functions of the Temple in Israel
have been investigated. After this, the Temple traditions have
been examined in the Old Testament according to the epochs
of the Temple: proto-temple era, the time of the dedication
of the Temple, the prophets’ time. For the proto-temple era
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the tabernacle in Exodus and Deuteronomy has been explored
and the sanctuary in Shiloh primarily in 1 Sam 1:1-4:22, Ps
78:59-72 and Jer 7:12-14, 26:6-9 have been treated, and for the
dedication of the Temple 1 Kings 8 has been studied. Then,
for the prophets’ time Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah
are selected because of their relevance to the Temple incident.
Among the abundant Temple traditions in Early Jewish liter-
ature, the selection has been made according to their relevance
to this study and the date of composition before Jesus’ time,
and then comparative assessment has been made on those
Temple traditions. Then, their main implies are written in brief.
Afterwards, the Temple incident has been studied on the basis
of the text of Mark primarily, but with some consideration of
the other gospels. Through the structural analysis, the contextual
analysis, and hermeneutical analysis the text has been studied
in detail, and then Jesus’ actions and sayings in the Temple
have been assessed by the Temple traditions found through
the above investigation.



