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<Abstract>

[bV as Treaty-curses under Northwest Semitic with

Inscription Sfire

Lecturer. Jong-Won Choi
(Seoul Theological University)

The aim of this study is to trace how the number seven
is used literary and compositionally in the ancient Near Eastern
documents. Concerned with the ancient Near Eastern, the num-
ber seven will be investigated with literary style-method in the
meaning of “treaty-curse”. The “treaty-curse”, in which all the
gods or a selection of them are asked to bring evil on the man
who breaks his oath, is a characteristic of all the treaties, which
contains a list of maledictions. First of all, it is important to
observe the treaty that was essentially an international legal form
which was developed to serve one society. This presents the
purpose and function of the illegality.
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A few curses in the Inscription S'fire, written by aramaic
as international covenant from ca. 750 B.C., may be called
“futility curses.” This type may be consisted of a protasis, which
describes the activity, and an apoddosis, the frustration of the
activity. In S'fire, these curses may be described in the so-called
a Homonym, while it is comprised of the form “[bX + [bXY”
with the “sevenfold-schema”. In this connection, the text has
Trias “sword, pestilence, and famine”. This has the consequence,
that there is inevitably a general resemblance between
“treaty-curse” and the deuteronomic covenant. The writer’s
knowledge isn’t well known in Assyria.

The Inscription Sfire is a great help to understand Dtn
28 as a covenant text newly. In Dtn 28, the number seven
and the sevenfold-schema are used in a good literary structure.
Dtn 28:22-29 exhibits a formulaic character with the
“sevenfold-Schema” with the “trias”. In addition, Dtn 28:30-32
is described as “futility curses”. This formula consists of a state-
ment concerning the future (imperfect verbs in v. 30, passive
participles in 31), and of a second statement describing its frus-
tration, it is usually introduced by the conjunction waw and
a negative. The number seven is one of the most important
clue to reflect the influence of northwest-Semitic.



