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21) o|IYE| L2, TAZH, VAR, 5.1
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23) o]IuE| A, TAZEY, 1elHlA), 9.2; I(rRIUAoh), 2.1.
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24) S A, TR}y (Stromata) VI, 15.128.
25) Sy, Tokekal; VI, 15.128.
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Stylianopoulos, Justin Martyr and the Mosaic Law, SBL Dissertation Series 20
(Missoula: Society of Biblical Literature and Scholars Press, 1975). ©| &} A% o]
Y-St Oskar Skraune, The Proof from Prophecy: A Study in Justin Martyr’s Proof-Text
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<Abstract>

Understanding of the Torah in the Second

Century Christianity

Prof. Wonmo Suh
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

This study is an attempt to elucidate the understanding of
the Torah in the second century Christianity. It first examines
thoughts of groups in the margin of the catholic church: Macion,
gnosticism and Jewish Christianity. Ptolemaeus’s Letter to Flora
and Ps-Clementine Homilies are the main source for gnostic
and Jewish Christian ideas of the Torah. Then it goes on to
the writers and writings of the catholic church such as Epistle
of Barnabas, Preaching of Peter, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus.

It is the aim of this paper to show diversity and variety
in relating the Torah and the gospel among Christian groups
in the second century. Marcion and Valentinian gnostics dis-
tinguished the author of the Old Testament and the Father of
Jesus Christ, while at least one Jewish Christian group denied
the authorship of Moses for the Torah and saw a mixture of
true and false teachings in Torah. Writers in the catholic church
were not the same in their description of the relation between
the old and the new covenant. In Clement’s Letter fo Corinthians
the continuity between the two came into the front. In contrast,
Epistle of Barnabas emphasized discontinuity and asserted the
abolition of the covenant between the Israelites and God after
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their making of the golden calf. Preaching of Peter took the middle
path, proposing the new covenant and worship and acknowl-
edging the relative value of the old covenant. Justin and Irenaeus
further developed the thoughts of Preaching of Peter into schemes
of the salvation history. Justin and Irenaeus were also the same
in distinguishing moral laws and ceremonial laws, but Justin
put more emphasis on the discontinuity, while Irenaeus stressed
the continuity between the old and the new dispensation.

This study also proposes more deepened examination of
the process of transmission of moral laws as well as inter-
pretation of the Sinai Covenant, the gold calf, and tradition
of elders in Jewish and Christian literatures up to the second
century.






