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<Abstract>

An Evaluation of the translation Principles and
Techniques of The Complete Bible in Korean
(1911): with Special Reference to the Gospel of Matthew:

It’s Contributions

Chang-Nack Kim
(Emeritus professor of the Theological Seminary, Hanshin Univ.)

The Complete Bible in Korean(1911) is the first Korean New
and Old Testaments which was the first authorized version in
Korean Church. The aim of this paper is to delve into the
principles of translations used in The Complete Bible in Korean
and to suggest a new translation principles based on our thor-
ough evaluations.

In this paper we are going to deal with the contributions
of The Complete Bible in Korean which can be succeeded to the
contemporary translators of the Bible.

The first contribution of The Complete Bible in Korean can
be found in its style in terms that it is just like our native
language. We may say that among the Korean Bibles that have
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been published so far, The Complete Bible in Korean includes the
least translation style in arranging words in a given sentence.
The separated sentences are tied into and reconstructed to a
sentence that flows like water via having good command over
the variety of Korean postpositional words for connecting verbs.
We can call this writing style of The Complete Bible in Korean
a reading style, a traditional Korean narrative song style, or a
smooth and elegant style. It is unreasonable to uniformly apply
The Complete Bible in Korean style to all the translations of the
Scriptures both because the modern people have a tendency
to prefer a concise sentence and because the original Scripture
itself is constructed with simple sentences. However, in terms
of fulfilling and preserving our (Korean) inherently unique pro-
pensity, it is desirable to use the Bible translated in The Complete
Bible in Korean style additionally.

The second contribution of The Complete Bible in Korean is
found in the fact that passive sentences are translated to active
ones whenever possible in Korean, and further that even when
passive sentences are translated to the same passive, our
(Korean) literary style is employed instead of the Western’s.

In this way, The Complete Bible in Korean has diverse con-
tributions despite being a translated version in a relatively initial
period in the church history. To produce an even more clear
and highly qualified version in the future translation project,
it is necessary to establish a more systematic translation princi-
ples which could express an elegant native Korean language
by thoroughly taking advantage of The Complete Bible in
Korean(1911).



