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<Abstract>

Ambiguity of Qoheleth 11:7-12:8 and
Rethinking Allegorical Interpretation

Lecturer, Soon-Young Kim
(Graduate School of BaekSeok University)

The book of Qoheleth is well known as one of the most diffi-
cult books in the Old Testament. It challenges the reader to solve
its puzzling problem and interpret its mysterious meaning through
its ambiguous words. Generally, ambiguity is considered as an ob-
stacle to communication between an author and a reader in daily
conversations and scientific discourses. poetic language, however,
ambiguity is supported as a poetic device and stylistic techniques.
Especially the author Qoheleth who is referred to in third per-
son(1:1; 7:27; 12:8) enjoys his artful ambiguity through bipolar
meaning or structures as life and death, joy and sorrow, wisdom
and folly, love and hate, and so on. And Qoheleth’s careful use
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of language and rhetorical structure, the ‘hebel’ phrase(1:2; 12:8)
as a dual outer frame forms the poetic inclusio. It also makes
it possible to organize the book as a whole book in its literary
nature and in the purposes of th creation poems of 1:4-11 relative
to 11:7-12:7. Unfortunately, there has been much discussion about
12:1-7 in an allegorical reading because of ambiguous words.
Naturally, very little about the interaction of the two poetic units
describing the creation order. The cycle of human life and the
natural world in the opening, 1:4-11, ends in the climax of ex-
chatological imagery of concluding poem, 12:1-7. Though some
images suggest an allegory of old age, there is a definite suggestion
of a disaster of cosmic magnitude using prophet’s language of the
day of the LORD(especially 12:3, “in the day”,u¢ £i2). In this
way, the writer Qoheleth shows the purpose of the book involves
pervasive theme of ‘hebel’ balanced by joy as God’s basic
gifts(2:24-26; 3:12-13, 22; 5:17-19; 8:15; 9:7-10; 11:7-12:1) as with
the great motif of life and death.



