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<Abstract>

A Bibliographical Examination of The Complete
Bible in Korean(1911): with Reference to the Old

Testament

Lecturer. Seong Nam Hong
(Hanshin University)

2011 is the momentous year that celebrates the centennial
anniversary of The Complete Bible in Korean(1911). With the leader-
ship of the missionary Dalziel A. Bunker, the British and Foreign
Bible Society and the American Bible Society cooperated to pub-
lish the Korean translation into two volumes which assembled
and refined the previously translated pieces of the Bible in 1911.

The Complete Bible in Korean(1911) has a few minor faults.
For instance, the list of the books in the first volume are diffet-
ent from the second. And the method of the text description
has some problems. However, it seems that with careful regard
to the readers, the version shows the editorial consistency in
the proper division of each books, lists, the separation of chapter
and verse, the names of the biblical characters and places, trans-
literation, and so on.

The Complete Bible in Korean(1911) was published in order
for foreign missionaries to make effective their ministry in
Korea. However, it was the definite fruit of their learning of
Korean language and still remains as the primary material that
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we can utilize for our examination of the Korean notation at
that time.

Although the Christian Bible, introduced in the later Choson
Dynasty in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries together with
the old novels were the objects systematically rejected by the
Confucian scholars of that time, they have been read till now.
However, while the readers of the novels have been gradually
diminished, astonishingly enough, the Bible is still charming
many readers.

Last but not least, we need to have a comparative study
of the literary styles of The Complete Bible in Korean(1911) with
the typographic old novels that had similar origin.



