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<Abstract>

Exodus and Exile: A Theological Interpretation

Prof. Tai-il Wang
(Methodist Theological University)

This paper is intended to show that exodus, going out of a
foreign land, and exile, going into a foreign land, are the two faces
of salvation in the Old Testament. The way to fulfillment from
promise attested in exodus story has been understood profoundly
formative for the shaping of salvation history in Old Testament
theology. But the divine promise to Abram in Gen 15 in which
the offspring of Abram will ‘return’ to a ‘home’ as ‘strangers’ into
the land inhabited by Canaanites, after having lived for 400 years
in Egypt as diaspora, claims to question that exodus theologically
means exile, that is, going out of ‘home.’

In creation theology, the story of going out of home begins
with Adam and Eve, both of whom were expelled from the Garden
of Eden. There was no way for Adam and Eve to return to Eden,



the first home of human being, where they had lived with God.
Exodus theology has pressed the point that liberation was generated
by God with the vision that salvation was a divine prescription
to heal the trauma of exile. It opens a new way for the return
of exiles in Egypt to the horizon of the divine promise to Abram
and not to the original home Eden provided by the creation story.
Deuteronomy 7 employs exodus as a single event leading to the
conquest with the implication that the exodus of Israel yields to
the exile of the inhabitants dwelt in the land of Canaan. But, accord-
ing to Deuteronomistic History of 2 Kings 17 and 25, it was the
people of Israel and not the people of Canaan that was to go
through the bitterness of being exiled in Babylon.

Going out of home as the refugees meets with the tide of
events in the prophetic literature. The people of God in the 6th
century BCE, for example, would have grappled with the God
of exodus rather than with the God of exile. With the invasion
of Babylon as a contextual framework, the exodus event was for
the whole kingdom of Judah the symbol of victory that the
Israelites would not be brought out of the land in which they
had lived. It was the prophet Jeremiah, who found himself on
the track of conviction that the people of God should serve the
king of Babylon in the land of exile for 70 years (Jer 25:11). He
only trusted and ventured out that exile paved a way to come
back home. In Ezekiel there was a reversal of the meaning of
home. The only home for Ezekiel was the place where he would
find the presence of the LORD. Home in the land of Canaan
became meaningless because it was desperately corrupt to the eyes
of him. Exile would then have to be understood to be a way
to move on to live in the presence of God. This is the point
at which diaspora theology will begin.
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