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27) Green, “Scripture and Theology,” 38-42.
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<Abstract>

Biblical Studies, Is It Not a Foundation of

Systematic Theology Any More?: M. Volf’s
“Theological Interpretation of the Scripture”

Prof. Dongsoo Kim
(Pyeongtack University)

This paper starts from the understanding that it is not normal
for biblical scholars to have little conversation with (systematic)
theologians and vice versa. This is a comparatively recent phe-
nomenon for last 200 years in entire Christian history. Until
that time, theologians were the interpreters of the Scripture;
exegetes were theologians. Then W. Gabler distinguished biblical
theology from dogmatic theology in late 18th century. This re-
sulted in both systematic theology with having nothing to do
with biblical theology and biblical theology of having no interest
in theology. As a result there was “iron curtain” between them.
It was a problem. That led to bear both biblical theologians
with advocating biblical theology and theologians based on the
Scripture.

M. Volf is prominent among such systematic theologians,
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in that he has done his theology based on his principle of theo-
logical reading of the Bible more thoroughly than any other
scholar of our time. His method is neither simply to collect
data from the Bible nor to follow the model of ‘exegesis-biblical
theology-systematic theology.” Instead, he proposed a hermeneu-
tics including all of them. He wants to make biblical truths
for the practices for our time. This makes the gap shorten both
between biblical and systematic theology an and between theol-
ogy and ethics. This kind of biblical/theological hermeneutics
is a model for one hermeneutics which include biblical theology
and systematic theology. Further, it connects theory into
practice.

In short, Volf was, I believe, successful in the interdiscipli-
nary work between biblical theology and systematic theology.
This can make the “iron curtain” posed between them be
discarded.



