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of Biblical Literature, 2001).
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University Press, 1969), 20.

48) “7|=go] 7kA 4 AN7] shuE FHlskal 7HE gk outE S el
WE AT g g FEel gol AgEuby ot ZelAR 7t
Zeu

49) Oded Borowski, Daily Life in the Bible (Brill Academic Press, 2003), 19.
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<Abstract>

Eco-theological Reflection on the Animal and
Meat-Eating in the Bible

Prof. Yeong Mee Lee
(Hanshin University)

The present article aims to reflect on the relationship be-
tween humanity and animal, and the meat-eating diet during
the time of postdomesticity. One of the characteristics of post-
domesticity is the industrial domestication of animals for supply-
ing massive consumption of meat in the market.

Although the tradition had believed that the Bible supports
the human rulership over the animals and the rights of meat-eat-
ing, this paper argues that the creation story in Genesis 1-2
does not illustrate the rulership of humanity over the animals
but describes them as the members of God’s creation. Eco-read-
ing of the texts shows that P writer sees the relationship between
human and nature as “human in nature”; | writer as “human
with nature.” In P story, humanity, created in the image of
God, is responsible to sustain the creation, rather than destroy-
ing the order for their own sake; in ] story, animals were created
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as mates human being, although Adam can not find a corre-
sponding help mate among them.

The old belief that the divine command in Genesis 9:3-4
affirms the divine permission for meat-eating ca not be used
as a norm for meat-eating as it reflects the covenant after the
fall. It does not reflect the order of creation. Moreover, it sets
the limit in eating meats by prohibiting to consume the blood,
which is representing the ‘life,” with flesh. The other texts of
diet regulation in the Torah repeat the article of prohibition
of eating blood. The emphasis on the blood as the sign of
life shows that the Bible does not support massive killing of
animals for human diet.

As the sustainer of the created worlds, we, Christians, must
respect the animal right as our neighbor in the eco-community
and stand against inhumane treatment of animals such as in-
dustrial domestication and massive killing of the animals.
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