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<Abstract>

The Qumran Manuscripts and the Davidic

Tradition

Prof. Chang-Hyun Song
(Catholic University of Daegu)

The purpose of this article is to explore the various tradi-
tions concerning David in the Qumran manuscripts.
Especially this study is about the origin and the characters
of the Davidic traditions in the context of the Early Judaism.
What relationship between the Davidic tradition of Qumran
and biblical tradition? Did the Qumran Community simply
repeat the Davidic tradition of the Bible? Or did that
Community reinterpret the biblical tradition and develope the
new hermeneutic perspective?

First, the Qumran manuscripts repeated the tradition or
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the historical David in the Hebrew Bible. They treated the
various events in the life of David like the anointment by
Samuel, the covenant between God and David, the combat
with Goliat, David’s plan to construct the Temple in
Jerusalem.

Second, the Davidic tradition is the reinterpretation on
the biblical tradition. The Qumran Community not only re-
peated the biblical interpretation, but also tried to reinterpret
it newly. The purpose of this hermeneutic work was to justify
all actions of David and to model David on ideal figure.

Third, the reinterpretation of the Qumran Community
on the biblical tradition is emphasized in the messianic
perspective. This hermeneutic work reflects also the criticism
against the contemporary political powers. The eschatological
and messianic reinterpretation of the Qumran Community
provides very important key to understand the hermeneutic

works of the early Christian Community.



