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<Abstract>

Understanding of the Story of Jesus calming the
Storm(Mk 4:35-41) in Mark’s Gospel Through the
Eyes of Greco-Roman Culture

Dr. Kyong-Eun Park
(Methodist Theological University)

This study aims to present how we can understand the story
of Jesus calming the storm in Mark’s gospel through the eyes
of Greco-Roman culture. To the writers of the Old Testament,
the sea was seen as the forces of evil or the dwelling place of
evil spirits. Calming the sea storm is what only God could do.
Therefore, Jesus could be described as God. To the
Greco-Romans, the sea was understood as the area dominated
by Poseidon, the god of the sea. Therefore, Jesus’ calming the
rough sea could be explained in the sense that Jesus overcame
Poseidon. However, previous studies haver rarely dealt with the
passage using this perspective. I have read this text with the
assumption that there was a ruler of the sea from the
Greco-Roman viewpoint. As a result, it is now possible to explain
what had been overlooked so far. This paper highlights the answer
to 41b -“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”-
summarizing in two ways. Consequently, this paper could help
Christian leaders who serve churches propagate and instruct who
Jesus is to Christians as well as non-Christians just as the author

of Mark’s gospel had done to the Gentiles.
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