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ed., New Interpreter’s Bible X (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2002), 480, 576-577,
657-658}. SFAIRE HAR= ol AR OR Hu|Qtol A1AgH Al o] Aupelo] A
= depetn FEsitE ApAsE =0 kS-S %52} Lee, “The Law of Faith
in Romans: A Solution to the ITiotic Xptotod Debate and An Implication for
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<Abstract>

Faith-Law and Abraham(Romans 3:21-4:25):
Paul’s Theological Logic Implied in Faith
and Abraham Topics.

Prof. Jin Seob Lee
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

It is commonly accepted that Romans 4 substantiates the
contents of 3:21-31. The stance which reads Xpiotod as objective
genitive(3:22) generally identifies Abraham’s justification by
faith(Romans 4) with the Christian’s justification by faith in
Christ and so it views Abraham’s faith as a prototype of
(Christ-)believers’  faith. On the other hand, the sub-
jective-genitive  stance on mlotig  Xpiotod(3:22)  regards
Abraham’s wiotic as a prefiguration of Christ’s faithfulness.
However, neither of these two suggestions is easy to accept.
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The objective-genitive stance does not successfully overcome
the difficulty that in Romans 4 Abraham is presented as believing
in God, not Christ, whereas the subjective-genitive stance has
a fundamental difficulty in correlating Abraham’s pi,stij with
Christ’s faithfulness. This inadequacy leads to another ex-
planation for the occurrence of Abraham. Abraham appears not
mainly because of the theme of justification by faith but mainly
because of the representativeness of Abraham for Jews and
Gentiles alike. Consequently, this stance tends to connect the
Abraham example in Romans 4 to the theme of Jews and Gentiles
in 3:21-31 rather than to the 7lorT-word theme in 3:21-31.
However, the mlot-word theme is too prevalent and prominent
to be treated as a subsidiary topic in both 3:21-31 and 4:1-25.

In this respect, we argue that the new understanding of
‘the law of faith’ in 3:27 solves the problems. Paul thinks that
mlotig XpLotod formula in 3:22a means ‘the faithfulness of
Christ’” and refers to ‘the eschatological event of Christ.’
Consequently, 3:22 explains the principle that through the
Christ-event the believing people appear and, accordingly, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed. 3:21-26 explains that
on the basis of the Christ-event all who believe are justified
and, then, 3:27 declares it as the faith-law. Moreover, in order
to substantiate this faith-law, Paul also demonstrates Abraham’s
justification by faith not only because Abraham is the representa-
tive of all(both Jews and Gentiles) who believe, but also because
Abraham’s justification (consequently the justification of all be-
lievers) is the sign that the faith-law has been in operation.

Thus, the new understanding of ‘the law of faith’ in 3:27
resolves several difficulties concerning the reason for the appear-
ance of the Abraham example in Romans 4 and, furthermore,
explains well the logical flow of Paul’s theological argument
regarding the Tilot-word theme in 3:21-4:25. The fact that
Abraham believes in God and is justified, according to Paul,
is ultimately due to the Christ-event.



