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< Abstract>

Biblical Interpretation in the Early Korean Christianity

and Its Influence on Women’s Status

Dr. Yeong Mee Lee
(Hanshin Univ.)

The present article examines the early Korean church’s
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view on the Bible and biblical interpretation as well as articles
on women published in Korean Christian journals during
1900s in order to explore its influence on Korean women’s
life and social status. In the early era of Korean mission,
Korean churches heavily relied on missionaries whose theol-
ogy was fundamentalism. They rejected high criticism in bib-
lical interpretation and emphasized the absolute authority of
the Bible. Confucianist Korean culture accelerated the authot-
ity of the Bible as it highly respects the canon as the guide
of human life.

Korean church members read the Bible, internalizing its
literal meaning and applying it into their lives. Further, Korean
churches opened various levels of bible classes. The character-
istics of biblical interpretation, based on those in christian
journals such as Christian Shinmun and Shinhak Wolbo, are literal
and christ centetred.

Articles in christian journals demonstrated the equality of
women with men on the basis of creation. There were many
critical writings against the customs that discriminated women
in that society. They drew teachings from the Bible to support
the abolition of those evil customs. These articles actually
affected church members that they liberated their slaves or
separated with their mistresses. Christian view on women’s
status in creation and liberative teachings had led women to

the church and influenced the change of women’s social status
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in Korea.

However, the early Korean church’s liberative teachings
from the Bible showed its limitation on the point that they
had not been reached to train women church leaders and
to fundamentally challenged the evil practices. On the con-
trary, the emphasis on the authority of the Bible and its literal
interpretation functioned to reject women’s ordination and

subordination of women in churches.





