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<Abstract>

Number 17 and the Meaning of the Large Fish
153 Sign (John 21:11)

Prof. Ho-Yong Park
(Daejeon Theological University)

This article deals with ‘Number 17 and the Meaning of
the Large Fish 153 Sign(John 21:11).” The Jews are very peculiar
to the interest in numbers. The Jews bestowed peculiar meanings
unto respective numbers. John, a Jew, also udlizes fully ‘gematria’
through numeric symbols in the Gospel of John.

Number 17 is the sum of number 10 and 7. The perfect
number 7 and number 10 are shown up often in the Old
Testament, especially in the first account of creation(Genenesis
1:1-2:3) and the lifespans of three patriarchs(Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob).

Up to now there has been many opinions about ‘number
153.” Prof. Chul-Soo, Cho argues that number 17 is hidden
in the fish 153. However, the problem is that upto now in
the Gospel of John, especially chapter 1, the reason (proof) has
not been drawn why number 153 is related to number 17. Further
it has not been properly interpreted what kind of meaning has
the number 153, manifested in chapter 21, in relation to the
entirety of the Gospel of John.

Thus to interpret properly the number 153 in chapter 21,
first of all, the clue is to be revealed, which is related to the
number 17 in the Gospel of John. For this, therefore, it has
to be deducted that chapter 1 and 21 forms the chiastic structure
corresponding each other and that chapterl belongs to
introduction, chapter 21 to conclusion. The reason why this
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is important is that the number 153 (17x3x3) in chapter 21
is deeply related to number 17 (Cross) and number 3
(Resurrection), and its multiple 51 (17x3), and that the key
for solving this matter is hidden in chapter 1 in relation to
the discipleship.

However, Number 17 and its multiple 51 (17x3), manifested
in chapter 1, are deeply related to the Book of Genesis. Thus
before the study of the Gospel of John, the study of Genesis
is to be preceded. That is to say, after the study on number
17 manifested in Genesis and in the Gospel of John, the secret
of number 153 written in chapter 21 is to be solved.

Through this study, it is spoken as follow: “The sign of
large fish 153, which was performed by the Sea of Galilee as
the eighth sign, refers to Christ Jesus who took up the Cross
for the sin of all nations. Therefore, Simon, son of John! follow
me, if you love me, with the Cross which I took up.” There
is no other obvious code than this under the situation of
apocalyptic literary persecution and martyrdom.

Therefore, through the number 153, i.e. numeric symbolic
code (gematria), John clearly presents, as in the statement of
the purpose of his writing (20:31), not only that Jesus is Messiah
(Christ) who is ‘the King of kings and the Lord of lords’ (Rev
17:14; 19:16) but that under the apocalyptic persecuting situation
in which one’s survival is threatened, the way (discipleship) the
community of John and disciples should take is the way of
the Cross.



