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< Abstract>

The Beginning and Development of the Christian Pastoral
Letter Tradition: NT Letters

Lecturer, Joohan Kim
(Chongshin Theological Seminary)

In this article, I try to trace a Christian letter tradition, i.e.
the pastoral letter type. For this, in the introduction(section 1)
I provided the background of this research, especially pointing
out that the entire NT letters have in common with hortatory
features. In section 2, I shortly surveyed the study of the Christian
letter tradition that flourished especially during the middle of the
twentieth century. I pointed out some weaknesses in the previous
researches, such as limiting the analysis of letters to certain periods,
failure to consider generic features and lack of attention to psycho-
logical intention. In section 3, focusing some generic features of
Greco-Roman hortatory letters and their psychagogical functions,
I tried to suggest a broader hortatory tradition for explaining the
generic features and functions of the earliest Christian letters, i.e.
the letters in the NT. Here, we get to know that ancient hortatory
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tradition focused both on the guidance of the recipients in function
and on various rhetorical devices for the effective persuasion. In
section 4, based on the previous sections, I tried to show the
beginning of a Christian letter tradition, i.e. the pastoral letter type
by analysing letters in NT. I think that this analysis shows NT
letters haromonise with the hortatory letters that were composed
for pastoral care (viz. psychagogy). Above all, I analysed 1
Thessalonians as a sample to show that the author of the first
Christian letter was, as a pastor, mostly concerned with pastoral
care, and for effective pastoral care he borrowed literary devices
from the Greco-Roman hortatory letter tradition. From this analysis
I conclude 1 Thessalonians can be placed in the hortatory letter
tradition, but it also has its own Christian features distinct from
common hortatory letters. These features must have resulted from
Paul’s efforts to practise his pastoral care for his believers in the
Christian faith. And in rest of the section(4.2) I provide pastoral
characteristics of other letters in NT in summary, which are enough
to prove the rest letters in N'T to be classified as pastoral letters.
In section 5, I briefly summarise the entire article and make a

suggestion for the subsequent study.






