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<Abstract>

The Theological Strategy of the Gospel of Matthew
Conflict with Judaism: Focused on the Birth Narrative
(Chapters 1-2)

Dr. Ju-Hwan Kim
(Assembly of God Graduate Seminary School)

One of the purposes of the “Birth Narrative” in the Gospel
of Matthew is to identity the Christian community. In this
narrative, Matthew writes about the role of Jesus parents Joseph
and Mary and describes them as subordinate and passive figures,
rather than as entities that act actively and autonomously. Along
with describing the role of Jesus’s parents as being passive in
the narrative on the birth of Jesus, the negative perspective on
the parents can be found across the Gospel according to Matthew.
This overall negative perspective is to show that the new teaching
of the Christian community that believes in Jesus is superior,
when compared against the tradition of Judaism that the parents
symbolize. However, Matthew does not depict Christianity as
being completely severed from Judaism. This is because many
were Christian community rabbis who had converted, including
Matthew and many were Jewish by blood that they could not
be ignored. Consequently, Matthew argued for the superiority
of the Christian community rather than the severance of the
relationship between the Christian community and Judaism and
claims that their tradition and confession have been bestowed
by the Heavenly Father which surpasses the traditions of Judaism
and that the Christian community, who believes are the true

God’s people.



