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<Absrtact>

God, People, and Land in the Holiness Code

Associate Prof. Sun-Jong Kim
(Honam Theological University and Seminary)

The Holiness Code is a collection of laws in Leviticus 17-26.
Whereas Leviticus 1-16, the first half of the book pays attention
to the religious life centered mainly on the sanctuary, the Holiness
Code teaches us about the holy life outside the sanctuary. The
holiness according to the Holiness Code is a dynamic concept
to be achieved by a person and a value that must be implemented
in various relationships. In this sense, the theology of the Holiness
Code is to be described in the relationship among God, people,
and the land.

First, the relationship between God and people in the
Holiness Code is clarified by the covenant formula, “I will be
God to you and you will be people to me.” It is understood
that God promises to limit his own freedom. Therefore, the
people must live in obedience to the will of God. The life as
a people of God is distinguished from the pagan superstition
and social culture. However, the Holiness Code goes beyond
the God of Israel. In other words, the God who created the
universe is the God of the strangers. Therefore, the holy life
living in a relationship with God should be expressed as loving
neighbors. The relationship with neighbors extends from family
to solidarity with all Israelites as brothers. The holy life is to
realize the will of God in the realm of education, politics,
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economy, justice, labor, and culture. All this, however, should
be achieved by the power of holiness before God, not merely
by the moral obligation to participate in social justice. Finally,
the holy life extends to the land. Human life becomes more
careful when the land and the creatures are considered to be
in God’s breath. The exploitation of nature would destruct the
work of God. Therefore, the people who want to coexist
peacefully with all the creatures, including animals and plants,
should have a humble and warm heart for life. This means
restraint of human greed and respect for the other beings.
The holiness in the Holiness Code is not just a disconnected
and separate attitude from the world. It is a modest and humble
holiness that has regard for the social weak and the small creature
other than the human being, according to the holy nature of
God. In this regard, Leviticus is not a closed guidebook for
a cult, but an open guide to the welfare of all, The Holiness
Code does not portray a priest as one who is confined to a
secret room called the sanctuary and so has no communication
outside the tabernacle. He holds the light of God’s holy presence
in his heart and casts his eyes on the ever-changing, complex
and diverse world in which human beings and animals, the
Israelites and the aliens, the priests and the lays live altogether.



