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<Abstract>

A Study on Luther’s Exposition on Genesis 3

Prof. Yoon Kyung Lee
(Ewha Womans University)

This paper begins with the view that Luther’s Reformation
is rooted in his fresh new interpretation of Scripture. Luther’s
principles of biblical interpretation such as ‘Sola Scriptura’ or
‘Sui ipsius interpres’ can be seen primarily by means of a
grammatical, historical, and literal interpretation. However,
there are many gaps between Luther’s principle and his actual
practice of biblical interpretation. From a modern point of view,
Luther’s interpretation is still far from the approaches of
historical criticism. The reason for this discrepancy is that,
among other things, Luther’s biblical interpretation is
characterized by ‘Christ-centered interpretation’ and “Theology
of the Cross.” In Luther’s commentary it is still easy to find
many allegorical and doctrinal interpretations. In this paper, I
first briefly examine Luther’s position on the Old Testament,
and then analyze Luther’s characteristics of the Bible
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interpretation by categorizing the theological themes that appear
in his exposition on Genesis chapter 3 into five major themes.
1. A positive understanding of the ‘body’; 2. The nature of
the ‘snake’s test’; 3. Woman as the inferior being; 4. The
forbidden fruit as the Word. Futhermore, Luther’s commentary
on Genesis 3 is not only the exegetical work on the text itself,
but also supports the traditional doctrines and sometimes
criticizes them. This paper present such characteristics into three
features. 1. The pursuit of grammatical, historical, and literal
interpretation; 2. The Christ-centered approach; 3. Criticism
of Catholicism, other heretics, and patristic theology.
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