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<Abstract>

Ananias and Sapphira in the Light of Herem
(Acts 5:1-11):
Intertextuality between Joshua 7:1-26 and Acts 5:1-11

Dr. Hyung Dae Park
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

Joshua 7, Leviticus 10:1-5, 1 Kings 14:1-18, and 1 QS
0.13-25 are thought of as an allusion of the event of Ananias
and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11. Which is the best candidate?
After considering each of the passages, this article examines
Joshua 7 and Acts 5:1-11 to see if there is another allusion
between the two passages, which has not yet been pointed
out.

In Joshua 7, we could not ignore the concept of herem,
which can be defined as “separated from common use or
contact to the Lord”, as an important element. What does

Achan’s death mean in the light of herem? What background
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does it have in terms of the Pentateuch? What kind of theme
can we perceive in respect to his death? Does the concept
and theme of herem reverberate in Acts 5:1-11? If we can
find any connection of Acts 5:1-11 with Joshua 7 in relation
to the concept and theme of herem, we may think about
intertextuality between Joshua 7:1-26 and Acts 5:1-11 more
than used to be regarded.

The author, first, tackles Trocmé and Johnson about their
attempting to differentiate between the Achan story and the
Ananias and Sapphira story, by insisting that those four differ-
ences they suggest are not true ones. Further, he develops
the connection between the two texts in the light of the herem
concept found in the Old Testament. What is more, this work
paves the way for proposing that the ethics of Luke-Acts
may not be limited to the money matter but should be stretch-

ed to a kind of complete devotion.





