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<Abstract>

Judaism and Hellenism at Qumran

Prof. Chang-Hyun Song
(Catholic University of Daegu)

This study is about the encounter of the Judaism and the
Hellenism in Palestine of the Second Temple period, especially
at Qumran. As M. Hengel expressed the theme “Qumran and
Hellenism” like “fire and water,” the Qumranites have been
generally considered as the sharpest enemies of Hellenism. At
the same time it is often accepted that the enemy is influenced
by the opinions against which he is fighting. What has happened
between the Qumran Community and the Hellenism?

According to the historical and textual facts, the forerunner
of the Essenes was the Hasideans, a group of Jews who partici-
pated in events at the time of the Maccabean Revolt. This histor-
ical origin shows the Qumranites’ fundamental opposition to
the Hellenism. The subjects, like the Greek language, the
Horoscopy and the Physiognomy, the Afterlife, the similarity
between the Qumran Community and the contemporary Greek
associations, have been treated by many scholars to explore the
direct or indirect influence of the Hellenism upon the
Qumranites. Numerous parallels could have been mentioned be-
tween the Judaism and the Hellenism at Qumran. But such
parallels need not be interpreted as reflecting direct influences
between two realities, for similar phenomena can often develop
independently in unrelated social contexts.

The Qumran manuscripts testify to their owners’ relative
success in insulating themselves against Hellenistic culture. The
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Qumranites stood out as representing the most fervent enemies
of the Greek way of life and thought inside of the Palestinian
Judaism. Some aspects of Hellenistic culture were seen by the
Essenes as irreconcilable with the Jewish traditional way of life.
The Qumran Community clearly stand out as representing an
extremely conservative Jewish tradition.



