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25) ¥ F-2r}e] AEX| 24} Bl thafA+= Dennis E. Smith, “Meal Customs:
Greco-Roman Meal Customs,” ABD 4, 650-653, £3] 652 ZH*%.

26) A3 Aol & u) mAEud o] A7), HLE v 3o Wb
s ithels S B3] A, = kgl sl S8aL dAlEe]
A% o] Al AAE AAste] 12T e] Folghs A Al kel BUH
A AR FEehe Al Alejetarl @ Itk Wayne A. Meeks, The
First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul (New Haven and London:
Yale University Press, 1983), 157-163 %
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28) Jonathan Klawans, “Interpreting the Last Supper: Sacrifice, Spiritualization, and
Anti-Sacrifice,” NTS 48 (2002), 1-17 Z=.
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o] 2al 95 WAle] o w AGAIA FAREAL WAle] 1 FE
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wAJo}e] ke o] e8] 7kA] o] En}) A A S (sacred
foods) ZEo|L} A B2 AP (sacred meals)Q} AT Z15 Al3HA
7ol A2 E 7% epARE30 g A 9] thy o] 11 X A9
s/ ARE FF duenk
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788-791 FHZ.

30) 2@ -2rk Althe] AT 54, A AP gl HleiAls Dennis E.
Smith, “Meal Customs: Greco-Roman Sacred Meals,” ABD 4, 653-655 %%
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<Abstract>

A Theological Topography of Food and Diet

in the New Testament

Prof. Jung-Sik Cha
(Hanil University & Presbyterian Theological Seminary)

Eating food is a universal, yet peculiar act unique to each
individual person which cannot be transferred to others. In New
Testament times, theological topoi regarding food and diet vary,
so that one cannot reduce them to a particular topic. That is
why we need an economized theological topography which cov-
ers a full range of understanding in their own social and historical
context.

People then could have access to all edible kinds of grains,
vegetables, and fruits in addition to the occasional provision
of meat, although biological edibility did not precisely coincide
with the legal edibility of Jewish kosher regulations. Jesus was
not clear about what to do with the formal observance of the

kosher law. Yet it seems apparent that he did not feel reluctant
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in eating and drinking with those who were then forbidden
to be part of table fellowship. This means that Jesus did not
consider the dietary regulation to be essential for the distinction
of people between purity and impurity. Perhaps he would claim
that in the Kingdom of God one cannot be valued with what,
where, how one eats.

What mattered more significantly to Jesus and his followers
was how the daily food as a divine gift should be shared equally
among them. Fair distribution of food as “our daily bread” was
at issue not only in the Lord’s prayer but also in Paul’s collection
campaign for the poor saints in Jerusalem and Judea. Nowadays,
people are increasingly concerned about the equal sharing of
food as human society became more bipolarized with the mo-
nopoly of food by particular groups of people in particular geo-
graphical areas.

From a religio-cultural perspective, the last meal Jesus of-
fered to his disciples seems to have originated in one’s way
to satisfy the last appetite and so to celebrate one’s last moment
of life in fellowship with one’s associates. This personal cere-
mony came to be recognized as the Lord’s Supper, later settled
in the theological fabric of the Holy Communion. This event
ritually performed in early Christian community served to con-
solidate the members into a single identity. Furthermore, the
so-called messianic banquet was likely to be a projection of

the eschatological vision to continue earthly table fellowship in
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afterlife. Keeping this vision alive and legitimate, Christians
should be enlightened to appreciate what God wants to do with
the creation of abundant foods, thus utilizing them in a way

that activates the Kingdom of God in this world.



