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<Abstract>

Is Jael a wicked woman or heroin?

Dr. Youmee Park
(Chongshin Univ.)

This thesis evaluates Jael, who has been ignored and mis-
understood, in a new perspective through the characterization
of Jael in Judges 4-5. Narrative approach will be employed, espe-
cially in terms of the characterization of characters.

The chapter one deals with Jael’s morality It has been
thought, at first, Jael violated the law of hospitality, which many
scholars regard as a holy law. However, hospitality may not
be related to a holy law in the Old Testament. In addition,
Jael’s action should be reevaluated in relation to the situation
of a battle. Secondly, Jael has been considered as a person whose
sexual behavior is not noble. But, in respect of the lexical mean-
ing of the related words and of the examples in the Old
Testament, there is no evidence that Jael had a sexual relation-
ship with Sisera in Judges 4-5.

The next chapter consists of two sections. According to
the first one, Jael killed Sisera wisely and bravely, and eventually
she fulfilled Deborah’s prophecy and made Barak ashamed. This

fact can be shown through the characterization of Jael
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Furthermore, this study shows that the function of Deborah’s
Song can be seen as introducing Jael as one of the most blessed
women and as a heroin of the YHWH war.

Through this study, it can be concluded that Judges 4-5
describes Jael as both a friend of Israel and a helper of YHWH
in His war, not as either a liar or an immoral woman, even

though she is a foreign woman.



