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<Abstract>

Dietary Laws and Holiness:

Theology and Interpretation of the Dietary Laws in Leviticus

Prof. Duk-Joong Kim
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

Modern Jews are famous for keeping meticulous dietary
regulations. Jewish dietary habits are rooted in Leviticus 11 and
the dietary tradition in ancient Judaism. This paper aims at study-
ing the theological meanings and the interpretations of the diet-
ary laws in Leviticus 11, and also the Pharisaic hermeneutical
tradition in relation to dietary regulations.

There have been various interpretative efforts with regard

to the underlying motive of distinguishing clean and unclean
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animals in Leviticus 11. Especially Mary Douglas has provided
an overarching and coherent idea lying behind the dietary laws
in Leviticus 11 in the light of Levitical theology and world views.
According to Douglas, a value system which reflects a pattern
of human behaviour lies behind the dietary regulations. Making
Doulgas’s view a hermeneutical starting point, this paper tries
to determine the theological meanings of the dietary regulations
in Leviticus 11 from the literary and theological context in which
Leviticus 11 is situated. It is to be noticed that Leviticus deals
with the dietary laws in the context of holiness, which is the
key theme of Leviticus. The dining table at home are to be
the place where Israelites should practice holiness. In addition
to this, Lev 11:45-46 provides an important theological motive
for keeping the dietary regulations, which is “the imitation of
God”. Thus, the dietary regulations in Leviticus is defined as
a means to become like Yahweh, the holy God of Israel. The
Pharisaic tradition places the dietary regulations and purity laws
in a significant position. The Pharisees interpreted the dietary
regulation in relation to holiness and the motive of ‘the imitation
of God’. A step further, they made use of the dietary laws to
achieve their sectarian goal, which is the establishment of a
priestly nation in the land.

The study of Leviticus 11 in its literary and theological con-
text and the Pharisaic interpretation of the dietary laws lead
us a necessity that the dietary laws is to be understood in the
context of holiness. This understanding provides us an impetus

to reconsider food habits as a means to practise piety.



