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WBC 20 (Dallas: Word Books, 1990), 464.
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<Abstract>

A Compositional Approach to Book IV of
the Psalter

Dr. Eunmee Moon
(Trinity Evangelical Divinity School)

This study aims to read the psalms(90-106) of Book IV
in the Psalter with a holistic view. For understanding Book IV
as a coherent whole, this paper investigates the message and
function of each psalm in the relation of the neighboring psalms,
and for the structure and message of the whole Book. In succes-
sion to Psalm 89 dealing with the failure of the Davidic dynasty,
Psalm 90, as an introduction to Book IV, not only introduces
various themes developed in the Book, but also provides the
following psalms with the historical context of exile. Psalms
90-92 and 94 disclose the themes of human frailty in contrast
to Yahweh’s eternal kingship in relation to the exilic situation.
Psalms 93 and 95-100, the Yahweh-kingship psalms, manifest
that the affirmation of Yahweh’s kingship is grounded on crea-
tion, and that his kingship is to attested through salvation of
his people and judgment on the nations. Psalms 101-102 antici-
pate the return from exile. Psalms 103-104, as twin psalms, each
focus Yahweh’s kingship through salvation in history and
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through creation. Psalm 103 celebrates the deliverance of
Yahweh, that is, the return from exile, and Psalm 104 manifests
the meaning of the exile through ‘the process of renewal’-death
and life. Both psalms help the people of Israel overcome the
exile, the major crisis in their faith. That is the purpose of Book
IV. Thus, Psalms 103 and 104 function as a pivot in under-
standing the Book. Psalms 105-107 apply ‘the way of renewal’
to Israel’s history. This history emphasizes Yahweh’s 7o com-
paring Yahweh’s faithfulness to Israel’s faithlessness in the
framework of the covenant relationship. The purpose of history
is to advise the post-exilic community to open a new generation
of obedience proper to the covenant relationship, not to repeat
the history of disobedience like their former generations.



