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<Abstract>

Comparison of the Golden Calf Episodes

in Exodus and Deuteronomy

Prof. Jung J. Chun
(Sungkyul Univ.)

In this study the writer asks why the account of the golden
calf incident in Deuteronomy differs from the account in
Exodus. After a detailed comparison of some selected parallel
texts, historical-critical accounts of the differences are evaluated,
and alternative synchronic explanations are explored. An
examination of the genre of the two accounts follows, and it is
demonstrated that the differences between the texts are largely
the result of differences in genre (narrative/sermon) rather than
different sources and redactional layers. This study also takes
the opportunity to consider the relative merits of the various
approaches. Biblical scholarship is not an end in itself, and any
method of study needs to show that it is fruitful for the

Christian community as a whole.



