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< Abstract>

Eliciting the Memories of the Victims of Sexual Violence
During the War for Liberation:

the Cases of ‘Comfort’ Women in Korean History and the

Women in Judges 19-21

Prof. Young-mi Lee

(Hanshin Theological University)

History of War is full with stories of sexual violence against
women. The story of ‘comfort’ women in Korean modern history
and war crime against women in Gilead and Shiloh in Judges 21
are representative example of this tragic history of war even in
today. These two stories join into one stream in the following
characteristics. First, two stories are based on male oriented sexual
norm that believe male sexual desire is uncontrollable and needs
to be released. Second, two stories show that women are degraded
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as second citizens who support the patrilineal society by becoming
sexual object and childbearer for male descendant. Third, they re-
flect women’s vulnerable position, unprotected in the society.
Fourth, in both stoties, women atre excluded from the main stream
of society. Finally, the stories are retold not from the victim’s inter-
est but used for the debate of nation or history.

In celebration of 70th anniversary of liberation from Japanese
colony, Korean churches need to remember the stories of the vic-
tims of sexual violence during the war as the forgotten history
will be repeated.



